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Terry Coonan: 
One of the really, really important changes that the Trafficking Victims Protection Act actually 
implemented in U.S. law was that it actually changed the status of human trafficking victims 
from simply being people who were violating U.S. law, especially immigration law, to actually 
being beneficiaries of U.S. law.  
 
That, as soon as they are shown to have been a victim of a severe form of human trafficking, 
suddenly in a sense the law can forgive their illegal status, and it, in fact, does. It actually gives 
them new ways to acquire legal status, whether through continued presence or through the T 
(trafficking) Visa. It also gives them the same benefits that refugees are given here in the United 
States, so it is really a significant change in terms of the law.  
 
The law is also significant because it now recognizes psychological coercion, as well as 
physical coercion, as being a way that people are actually led into enslavement, and that—
again prior to that, prior to the Trafficking Victims Protection Act of 2000—that was not always 
the case. Essentially, one had to show that one was physically reduced to being a slave. Very, 
very important change in terms of the law.  
 
 


