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Module 2: History of the Crime Victims’ Rights Movement in the United States 
Time Required
1 hour
Purpose
This module provides a review of the history of the victims’ rights and assistance movement in the United States, covering the major social, political, legislative, and administrative influences that led to the development of the movement. 
Pre-Academy Assignment 
Participants were asked to complete part of an online module from Victim Assistance Training Online (VAT Online) and to read the material in Basics/Victim Service Provider Overview/Victims’ Rights Movement. Pay particular attention to the document link in Activity 1: “History of the Crime Victims’ Movement in the United States,” by Steve Derene, Steve Walker, Ph.D., and John Stein, JD.
Lessons
Review (30 minutes)
Summary: OVC Oral History Project and Key Landmarks (30 minutes)
Learning Objectives
By the end of this module and its prerequisite activity, participants will be able to:
· Identify the major social/political movements that contributed to the rise of the victims’ rights movement.
· Describe three major federal victims’ rights laws.
· Describe and access the OVC Oral History Project.
· Describe at least three landmarks in the history of the victim assistance field.
Instructor Worksheet
· Instructor Worksheet 2.1, History of the Field Jeopardy: Questions and Answers 
Participant Worksheets
No worksheets are required.
Equipment and Materials
· Play money for Jeopardy game
· History Jeopardy PowerPoint slides
Preparation
· Review and practice using History of the Field Jeopardy game questions and answers.
· Go to www.ovcttac.gov/vatonline and register for Victim Assistance Training Online (VAT Online). 
· Read the material in Basics/Victim Service Provider Overview/Victims’ Rights Movement. Pay particular attention to the document link in Activity 1: History of the Crime Victims’ Movement in the United States, by Steve Derene, Steve Walker, Ph.D., and John Stein, JD.
· Go to http://vroh.uakron.edu/ and become familiar with the content and format of the OVC Oral History Project Web site.
· Prepare packets of $500 (in $100 bills) for four to five teams.

	Show Visual 2-1. 
	Show Visual 2-2.
Review the purpose and learning objectives for this module.
By the end of this module and its prerequisite activity, participants will be able to:
· Identify the major social/political movements that contributed to the rise of the victims’ rights movement.
· Describe three major federal victims’ rights laws.
· Describe and access the OVC Oral History Project.
· Describe at least three landmarks in the history of the victim assistance field.
Ask participants why learning about history is important. Why, for example, do many people learn about their family history and study genealogy?

1. Review (30 minutes)
	Show Visual 2-3.
Introduce the activity. 
Activity: History Jeopardy (25 minutes)
The purpose of this activity is to review the key points in the history of victim services.
1. Set up activity by explaining to participants that they will engage in a game of History Jeopardy. The game generally works like TV’s Jeopardy! game with a few exceptions, explained below.
2. Divide group into 4-5 groups/teams. Each team should select a team leader.
3. Explain how History Jeopardy will be played. The instructor will select the first category/question. Whoever gains control of the board with a correct answer will select the category/question as the game progresses.
4. Each team receives $500 (in $100 bills) to begin.
5. 
When an answer is read, the team must confer and agree on the correct answer, and the team captain stands up.
6. Play money is awarded to the team that answers correctly. Play money is taken away from the teams that answer incorrectly.
7. Teams will be called on in the order in which the team captain stands up until a correct answer is given.
8. The team with the most money at the end of the game wins. 
9. Remind participants that their answers must be in the form of a question.
10. Distribute play money to each team.
11. Launch History of the Field Jeopardy PowerPoint and click each cell across the blue top row to reveal the categories one by one.
12. Select the first category and dollar amount; click on the underlined link to go to the question. 
13. Click to reveal the question and ask the question shown.
14. Call on the team captain who stood up first, then on subsequent captains until the correct answer is given.
15. When it is time to show the answer, click the mouse.
16. To go back to the playing board, run the cursor over the lower right-hand corner of the question slide.
17. Continue for time allotted or until the game is over, whichever comes first.


2. Summary: OVC Oral History Project and Key Landmarks
(30 minutes)
	Show Visual 2-4.
Describe the OVC Oral History Project.
Paraphrase:
The Office for Victims of Crime Oral History Project (OHP) – co-sponsored by Justice Solutions, National Association of Crime Victim Compensation Boards, National Association of VOCA Assistance Administrators, and National Organization for Victim Assistance – documents the rich history of the victims’ rights and services movement since its inception in 1972. The historical perspectives of the victims’ rights and services field offered through the OHP provides significant insights into the genesis, growth, successes and challenges of the field; and provides written and video databases for research and reference by practitioners, academicians, public policy makers, journalists and others in the future. 
The online OHP can be accessed at http://vroh.uakron.edu/, and the physical location of the OHP (which houses paper documents relevant to the history of the field) is at the University of Akron in Ohio
In 2002, the OHP conducted in-depth interviews of over 50 pioneers and leaders of the victim assistance field. Both complete video presentations and written transcripts of each interview can be viewed at the OHP Web site. Specific information can be accessed by the name of the interviewee, or by key words that search all interviews.
	Show Visual 2-5.
Describe the special features of the OVC Oral History Project.
The OHP Web site includes several important resources related to the history of the field, and how to develop a state-specific Oral History Project. These include:
· “The History of the Crime Victims’ Movement in the United States.”
· “A Retrospective of the 1982 President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime.”
· “Paving the Path to Justice” video of the history of the field.
· How To Create an Oral History Project (for states and jurisdictions).

	Show Visual 2-6.
Note that the “key landmarks” of the field address the development of programs, public policies, and partnerships that promote collaboration to improve victim services.
· The first crime victim compensation program was established in California in 1965.
· By 1970, five additional compensation programs were created – New York, Hawaii, Massachusetts, Maryland and the Virgin Islands.
· The first three victim assistance programs were created in 1972:
· Aid for Victims of Crime in St. Louis, Missouri.
· Bay Area Women Against Rape in San Francisco, California.
· Rape Crisis Center in Washington, D.C.
· All three still exist today.
	Show Visual 2-7.
Describe the President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime, and the creation of the Office for Victims of Crime.
In a 1982 Rose Garden ceremony, President Reagan appointed the Task Force on Victims of Crime, which held public hearings in six cities across the nation to create a greatly needed national focus on the needs of crime victims. The Task Force’s Final Report offered 68 recommendations that became the framework for the advancement of new programs and policies. 
This led to the creation of the Office for Victims of Crime (OVC) within the Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice to implement recommendations from the President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime. OVC established a national resource center, trained professionals, and developed model legislation to protect victims’ rights.
	Show Visual 2-8.
Describe the Task Force on Family Violence, and efforts to secure a Federal constitutional amendment for victims’ rights.
· In 1984, the Task Force on Family Violence presented its report to the U.S. Attorney General with recommendations for action, including the criminal justice system’s response to battered women; prevention and awareness; education and training; and data collection and reporting.
· In 1986, national victim assistance organizations met to address the final recommendation of the President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime – to amend the Sixth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution to guarantee that “…the victim, in every criminal prosecution, shall have the right to be present and to be heard at all critical stages of judicial proceedings…”
· Although decades-long efforts to secure a Federal constitutional amendment for victims’ rights have not been successful, today 33 states have state-level constitutional amendments that define and protect crime victims’ rights.
	Show Visual 2-9.
Describe the passage of VAWA, and the creation of the U.S. Congress Victims’ Rights Caucus.
· In 1994, President Clinton signed a comprehensive package of Federal victims’ rights legislation as part of the Violent Crime Control and Law Enforcement Act. The Act includes the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), which authorized more than $1 billion in funding for programs to combat violence against women.
· VAWA was reauthorized in 2002 and 2005.
· The U.S. Congress House of Representatives established the first-ever bipartisan U.S. Congress Victims’ Rights Caucus, co-chaired by Congressman Judge Ted Poe (R-TX) and Congressman Jim Costa (D-CA). The mission of the Caucus is to elevate crime victim issues in Congress in a bipartisan manner without infringing on the rights of the accused, and represent and advocate before the Administration and within the U.S. Congress on behalf of crime victims. 
· In 2004, the Crime Victims’ Rights Act (CVRA) was signed into law. It articulates eight key rights for victims of Federal crimes; establishes a victim’s right for relief and writ of mandamus; and defines procedures to promote compliance with victims’ rights as defined by Federal law. For additional information about the CVRA, please visit: www.justice.gov/usao/eousa/vr/cvra/18_USC_3771.html.

	Show Visual 2-10.
Review the learning objectives and ask whether these were met.
By the end of this module and its prerequisite activity, participants will be able to:
· Identify the major social/political movements that contributed to the rise of the victims’ rights movement.
· Describe three major federal victims’ rights laws.
· Describe and access the OVC Oral History Project.
· Describe at least three landmarks in the history of the victim assistance field.
	Show Visual 2-11. 
Ask for any questions and close the module.
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