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Module 1: Introductions and Overview

Purpose

This module includes introductions of the instructor(s) and participants, an overview of what you can expect to learn during the training, and summaries of “lessons learned” from individuals interviewed for the Oral History Project.
Pre-Academy Assignment 
Prior to attending NVAA, Track 1, please visit the OVC Oral History Project (OHP) online at http://vroh.uakron.edu/index.php. At the OVC OHP site, please click on interviewees and scroll down to view one of the following interviewees:   

If your last name begins with the letter:

A – F, please view Steve Derene.

G – L, please view James Rowland.

M – R, please view Roberta Roper.

S – Z, please view the OVC Directors Panel.

Steve Derene. Steve Derene helped craft and worked to pass the federal legislation that resulted in the Victims of Crime Act of 1984 (VOCA). He is currently the Executive Director of the National Association of VOCA Assistance Administrators.

James Rowland. James Rowland is a founding member of the National Organization for Victim Assistance. He is also the former Director of the California Department of Corrections, former Director of the California Youth Authority, and founding Chair of the American Correctional Association's Task Force on Victims of Crime. Rowland is also recognized as “the father of the victim impact statement.” 

Roberta Roper. Roberta Roper became a victim activist following the murder of her daughter Stephanie in 1982. She and her husband Vince co-founded the Stephanie Roper Foundation (now called the Maryland Crime Victims’ Resource Center), one of the leading nonprofit state-level victim advocacy groups in America.

OVC Directors Panel. Featured in this discussion are Aileen Adams, former OVC Director and victims’ rights advocate; John Gillis, former OVC Director, who became a victim activist following the murder of his daughter Louarna in Los Angeles in 1978, and helped co-found a number of grassroots victim assistance organizations; the Honorable Lois Haight, who chaired the 1982 President’s Task Force on Victims of Crime and is currently a Juvenile Court Judge in Alameda County, CA; and Dr. Jane Nady Sigmon, a former OVC Director who currently works on behalf of international trafficking victims at the U.S. Department of State.

Please review the entire interview. You can also review the print transcript, as well as the summary of the interview.

Written assignment: Based on the interview, please answer the following questions:

· What were the biggest challenges the interviewee faced?

· What accomplishments in the victims’ rights field did the interviewee identify?

· What three points from the interview most surprised you?
Lessons

1. Welcome and Overview of NVAA Track 1
2. Participant and Instructor Introductions 
3. Ground Rules and Logistics 
4. Office for Victims of Crime Oral History Project 
Participant Worksheets

No worksheets are required.
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