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Module 3: Victims’ Rights Laws in the United States
Purpose

Thousands of laws have been enacted to provide rights for crime victims in our Nation’s justice systems. This module will review basic rights for victims and provide an historical and legal perspective for each. Using a case scenario, you will explore specific actions victim service providers can take to advocate for crime victims’ rights and ensure those rights are enforced. 
Pre-Academy Assignment 
Please locate, obtain, and bring to the Academy as many of the following laws pertaining to victims’ rights as may be appropriate for your particular jurisdiction:

· State constitutional amendment (primarily for state participants).

· State victims’ bill of rights (primarily for state participants).

· Federal Crime Victims’ Rights Act (primarily for federal participants).

· Victim notification legislation.

· Victim impact statement legislation.

· Restitution legislation.

· Protection from intimidation and harm legislation.

If your jurisdiction does not have some or any of these rights codified in “legislation” but they do exist in other forms, such as an oral tradition (primarily for tribal participants) or in other written policy statements (e.g., that may exist on military installations), please bring whatever information you can on the above core victims’ rights.

Helpful Hints:

In many jurisdictions, the basic victims’ rights are summarized and catalogued by VOCA Administrator’s offices, other government agencies (e.g., the office of the Governor, Attorney General, State/County/District Attorney, or statewide victim services coalitions). Visiting those Web sites may provide a helpful reference to what those laws are and where they can be located. You can also locate these laws by going to www.victimlaw.info.
Lessons

1. Overview of Victims’ Rights 
2. Ten Victims’ Rights 
Learning Objectives

By the end of this module, you will be able to:

· Describe 10 major categories of victims’ rights laws.

· Identify types of records needed to document losses for victim restitution.

Discuss actions you can take to ensure that victims’ rights are enforced.

Participant Worksheets

· Worksheet 3.1, Case Scenario–Edith, Charles, and Daniel 
· Worksheet 3.2, Identifying and Documenting Losses for Victim Restitution
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