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Module 4: Impact of Crime on Victims 
Purpose

The trauma of victimization can have a profound and devastating impact on crime victims and their loved ones. It can alter the victim’s view of the world as “a just place” and leave the victim with new and difficult feelings and reactions he or she may not understand. This module addresses the different ways crime can impact victims—physically, psychologically/emotionally, financially, and spiritually.

Lessons

1. Who Is Affected by Crime?
2. Immediate, Short-Term, and Long-Term Reactions
3. Posttraumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) and Emotional and Psychological Trauma 
4. Physical, Psychological/Emotional, Financial, and Spiritual Impact of Crime 
Learning Objectives

By the end of this module, you will be able to:

· Identify primary and secondary victims of crime.

· Recognize factors that influence a victim’s ability to cope.

· Identify symptoms of trauma that victims may have in the immediate, short-term, and long-term periods following victimization.

· Discuss possible physical, psychological/emotional, financial, and spiritual effects of crime on victims.

Participant Worksheets

· Worksheet 4.1, Case Scenario–Janet

· Worksheet 4.2, Possible Victim Impact–Physical, Psychological/Emotional, Financial, and Spiritual Impact
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